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ABSTRACT This paper traces the relationship between India and South Africa during the twentieth century. Its
main focus is on how the Indian National Congress (INC) came to play such a pivotal role in the struggle to isolate
apartheid South Africa. It argues that the first seeds were sown during Gandhi’s attempt to garner support in India
for local battles. Once Gandhi left, there were significant visits by leading members of the INC, most notably
Sarojini Naidu, and the Office of the Agent-General. From the 1940s, independent India raised the issue of
apartheid at the United Nations and sought the isolation of South Africa. India also signaled its support for African
majority rule, mirroring developments inside South Africa where the Indian Congresses allied themselves with the
ANC. A bond between India and the ANC was forged and this was exemplified by Nelson Mandela’s visit to India in
the immediate aftermath of his release from prison. Today however, with both countries adopting similar neo-
liberal trajectories, the relationship is contradictory. There is competition between India and China in Africa and
South Africa tries to straddle an African commitment while seeking to maximize its own advantage in the global
economy. This paper argues that in the present phase of global capitalism, notions of solidarity are difficult to
sustain as states find that their room for manoeuvre is limited, and the search for markets intensifies.
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